The Old Out

The Thomas Flyer today with a beautiful
seven-passenger tourlng body.

by Earl Filter

At one time, years ago, there was a sort
of "cult" of owners with chain-drive equip-
ment. They generated a steady flow of bar-
ter, not unlike the Mercer-Stutz rivalry.
about the virtues of chains.

Cameron Peck coined 2 phrase thal was
used frequently (always in good humor, of
course) and generally ilitsl;art;':d E%nle qzﬁehtﬁ

i jons. He referréd 10
ty warm discussion o

-drive snobs” (although 1
i face. This activated Sim-

ith a smile on his : ;
gltx, Locomobile and Mercedes :D'r'l.'HEI"E.-.dEI.‘:-
well as OWNErs of other marques similarly dri-

vern.

At the time Walter Marr, Jr., was driving
a 2-cyl. Buick (chain drive) as you know, and
he turned loose his qreat Sense of humor
working over the big 4-cyl. chain drivers. It
was fun listening to these owners and soak-
ing up the information and humar,

Alec Ulmann, a walking automotive ency-
clopedia, would lecture of chiain mainte-
nance, Peck on the henefits of not having 4

i-al pear-end system, ete. All of this led
o 33. in-drive automo-

to my desire o own acha
bile, and. subsequently, the same fever

struck a nearby friend.
My tale first.

Iy pin it down, it
name was Smith!

Was it fact ar Ficts
iction? v

ma: "ﬁ‘“}’thinﬂ i - Visualize e
a chain driye dilem.
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think of in the hope of|
existed S
at all. Finally, after
ing, Smith ), alker months g
MIth was finally identifieq
ed. In due course he respundam gt
appels and invited me to visit. e
He lived in a little town iy
rural area. 9 generally
Smith was waiting for
m
usual pleasantries tgmrted& o a!ter L
ek : i ti his barn,
1ere |t was as described; gyl
i 1. T head and
chains, no body but front fenders, haond
and dash. He asked me if I'd ever see 3 6.
70 Thomas Flyer-1 hadn't--and told me of his
plans to find a body and go driving,
; [ rnfnrn'!Ed Fllim I had heard it was for
sale; |'|{I:' l‘Milu:l he'd never sell but would trade
for an '09 Plerce Arrow 36-hp roadster, or
at least, most of one. This demand flaored
me. He assured me he meant it, and the first
to show up with the required Fierce-Armow
goi the Thomas,

Mow desperate, the search got underway.
Inquiries at Bamey Follard's yard, Joe Gest's
barns, Art Austria’s emporium, etc., pro-
duced nothing.

Sam Bailey, the great Fierce-Arrow resior
er in Philadelphia, advised to forget the
idea; a suggestion 1 had heard before.

One day a well-known Mercer driver from
Southern California listened to my story. He
thought he saw most of a 36-hp Pierce-
Arrow in Austin Clark’s barns on Lang Island.
New York during a visit there. A phone call
to Clark confirmed he had one. It was &
roadster, but a basket case. Most impartant.
yes he'd sell it, if I really wanted it. Clark dic-
i't have a photo, But described it in detail.

[ informed Smith that 1 didn't want (o do

jior what

to the trouble of getting Clark’s car (@
was left of a car) deliver it and have hirm 53y

no deal. He agreed—no matter the condi-
tion—as long as it was an 1902 36-hp
Fierce Arrow, Clark guaranteed it was. The
trade was made after solving the ustial
logistic problems.

At last a chain-drive chassis was in my
garage. It was 4 giant and made its nefqh-
bors look like dwarves (later jclentified to be
ane of the few 6-90's built, but 1 could
never verify that)- After the usual tinkering

[ was able to drive Ik
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1911{71 Thomas Flyer chassis on traller at Smith’s place ready to go home.

After searching, an appropriate hody
was found.

After two years a new round of dicker-
ing got underway. By this time | was fed
up, not with chains, but with the project.
Ultimately, body and chassis met, but the
whole works left my care. Today this great
project can be seen resplendent with 1ts
SENEN-D "“"'"”EJ""'. [.:|1.|Ti1'|g |:;.-|_1|:!|!|.' in & well-
Known antique-auko MUSEWm.

The Fierce-Arrow? IU's now living in
Fennsylvania doing its thind.

| haven't lost my love lor chains, bt [
don't miss the Thomas! In fact, | was glad
to see it go. Have you ever felt that way
aboul a car?




