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In March of 1904, the E. R. Thomas Motor Co. began the design of their first 6-cylinder engine.  Their 
producƟon car used a 3-cylinder engine, and doubling it seemed like the quick route to horsepower and to 
parity with other high-performance manufacturers.  By August, work on the chassis had advanced to the point 
where a compleƟon date was predicted for October. 
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And, in fact, the car was completed by early November. 
 

 
Automobile Review, Nov. 9, 1904                                                                 Buffalo Times, Nov. 9, 1904 

 
On Dec. 3, the car had its first road trial.  Designer A. B. Schultz drove it, and purchaser Miller was on hand.  
The E. R. Thomas Motor Co. had decided to sell 6-cylinder cars to the public, and referred to them as Model 
27. 
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By January, the car was at Ormond.  Miller’s plan was to run it in the compeƟƟon. 
 

 

 
Automobile Review, Jan. 7, 1905                                                                                
 
This is the only known image of the car in this form.  It was undoubtedly taken on the occasion of the Dec. 3 
test run.  Schultz is at the wheel and Miller is the passenger.  The same photo was also published in at least 
one newspaper. 



 
                           Boston Globe, Jan. 22, 1905                                                                                
 
However, there’s no evidence that the car ever appeared in this racing form when it was at Ormond.  None of 
the final race event lists show Miller and his Thomas.  And photos that do exist of Miller in the car, at Ormond, 
show a significantly different configuraƟon.  In addiƟon to the hood and bodywork, the shiŌ levers and rear 
suspension have been changed. 

 
Boston Post, Jan. 22, 1905                                                                                



 
Detroit Public Library 

 
When the 1905 Thomas catalog came out, the Dec. 1904 road test picture was shown for Model 27, even 
though it was labeled “Touring Car.” 
 

 
 
  



Some Ɵme in the early 2000s, a car was built that was apparently intended as a tribute to the unraced 1904 
form of the E. R. Thomas creaƟon.  It does bear some resemblance to the reference photo, but most of the 
visual details, and observable mechanical details, were unfaithfully realized.  Following are some of the major 
differences, based on the image of the actual racer version, as well as chassis and front-end images of the 
Ormond version. 
 

 

 
 
 
  



BODY 

    

 
 

Real body: 
    BoƩom wooden sill, extending the length of the frame to the radiator 
    Fuel tank rests on body sill 
    Side panel height is low and racy 
    Seat is short in height with upward curve at lower rear  
    No spare Ɵres 

  



FRAME, RADIATOR 

         
 

Real frame:     Real radiator: 
    Short cross secƟon height, body sill on top     No script          
    Frame horn curved deep       Short support arm rests on body sill      
    Three rivets on frame horn       Low overall rise from frame        
    No frame horn Ɵe bar        Crank passes through it 
    No grease cup        2-Ɵer cap 
          

HOOD 

     
 

Real hood: 
    Tapered louver panel, upper line follows slope of hood 
    16 louvers 
    Shorter height overall to rest on the wooden body sill 
    Shorter height in front to meet the lower-slung radiator 
    No straps 



STEERING COLUMN 

         
 

Real column: 
    Steering wheel is forward of seat 
    Column is correct length for wheel posiƟon and low body height 
 

SIDE LEVERS 

         
 

Real levers: 
    Short, seat is close to frame 
    Normal common-axis double quadrant 
    Hand grips 



STEERING, FRONT SPRING MOUNT 

         
 

Real steering:     Real spring mount: 
    Early steering box        J-shaped, only mounƟng is forward of spring end 
    Short, stout pitman arm       Further from steering box - rear half of spring is same length as front 
    Drag link goes horizontally forward 
        to meet the steering arm at a correct angle 
        under the axle 
 

FINAL DRIVE 

 
 

Real drive: 
    Cross-shaŌ mount plate is forward of shaŌ 
    Drive sprocket has 5 holes, almost completely spanning the radius 
    Final drive raƟo is close to 1:1 
    No lower radius rod 



WHEELS 

         
 

Real wheel: 
    Large rim diameter 
    Slender spokes 
    Tire locking bolts 
  



One final footnote.  The Thomas company conƟnued experimenƟng with the double-triple in 1905, building a 
few more one-off racers later in the year, including an entry for the Vanderbilt Cup.  This was a considerably 
different car. 

 

 


