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Thomas – Period InformaƟon on 1902-03 ProducƟon and Model Year 
Kelly Williams    4 Aug 2023 
 

1902, aŌer January – Buffalo Sr., Jr., and Tonneau are catalogued as 1902 automobiles. 
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Mar 1, 1902 – Buffalo automobiles debut at the Chicago Auto Show. 
 

 
 ScienƟfic American, Mar. 1, 1902 
 

 
                The Hub, Apr 1902 
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Apr 17, 1902 – Buffalo Sr. is labeled as a 1902 model. 
 

 
                 Motor World, Apr 17, 1902 
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Apr 27, 1902 – Buffalo Sr. is first adverƟsed in Buffalo. 
 

 
 

May 6, 1902 – E. R. Thomas Motor Co. is incorporated. 
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May 25, 1902 – Buffalo Model 15 Tonneau is adverƟsed. 

 
           Buffalo Courier, May 25, 1902 
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May 25, 1902 – Buffalo Tonneau is pictured in front of 1200 Niagara St. 
 

 
Buffalo Courier, May 25, 1902 
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Jul 2, 1902 – New York City dealer displays Buffalo Tonneau with redesigned box and tonneau, 
and “tubular” wheels. 

 
    Horseless Age, Jul 2, 1902 

 

Aug 1902 – New York City car is presented as Model 16. 

 
 Cycle An Automobile Trade Journal, Aug 1902 
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Aug 17, 1902 – Buffalo Model 16 is adverƟsed, using Jul 2 picture. 
 

 
             Buffalo Morning Express, Aug 17, 1902 
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undated – Two period photos of Model 16. 
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Sep 11, 1902 – Parts have been acquired to build 1903 cars. 
 

 
                   Motor World, Sep 11, 1902 

 

Oct 1, 1902 – Buffalo Automobile and Auto-Bi Co. markeƟng arm is absorbed. 
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Dec 1902 – E. R. Thomas corporate adverƟsing shows only Buffalo Model 16. 

 
               Current AdverƟsing, Dec 1902 
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Dec 2, 1902 – a Buffalo Tonneau is delivered new in Ohio. 

 
              Lima, OH News, Dec 1902 

 
  



Page 13 of 26 

Dec 20, 1902 – Buffalo is adverƟsed in Dayton, Ohio. 
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Dec 28, 1902 – Buffalo newspaper reports that the 1903 cars will soon be ready to view. 
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Dec 31, 1902 – Model 17 is announced. 
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Jan 1, 1903 – Corporate adverƟsing calls Model 17 the Thomas Tonneau for 1903. 

 
              Cycle And Automoblke Trade Journal, Jan 1, 1903 
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Jan 1, 1903 – Company adverƟses Model 17 for 1903. 
 

 
      The Automoblke, Jan 10, 1903 
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Jan 1-8, 1903 – Company displays Model 18 at the New York Auto Show; earliest known image 
of Model 18. 

 
Cycle And Automoblke Trade Journal, Feb 1, 1903 
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Jan 17, 1903 – LisƟngs appear for Models 17 and 18. 
 

 
  The Automoblke, Jan 17, 1903 
 

Feb 1, 1903 –Models 17 and 18 are described, Model 17 pictured. 

 
Cycle And Automobile Trade Journal, Jan 1, 1903 
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Feb 5, 1903 – Company adverƟses Model 17. 
 

 
   Motor World, Feb 5, 1903 
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Feb 14-21, 1903 –Models 17 and 18 exhibited at Chicago Auto Show. 

 
Automobile Review, Mar 1, 1903 
 

Feb 18, 1903 – Earliest known adverƟsement showing Model 18. 

 
               Motor World, Feb 18, 1903 
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Mar 6, 1903 – Last known adverƟsement picturing Model 17. 
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Apr 1, 1903 – Last known published image of Model 17. 
 

 
                  Cycle And Automobile Trade Journal, Apr 1, 1903 
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Aug 2, 1903 – Corporate adverƟsing conƟnues to list Models 17 and 18. 
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Oct 1903 – Corporate adverƟsing conƟnues to show prices of Models 17 and 18; last known 
adverƟsement picturing Model 18. 

 
        Wilshire’s, Oct 1903 
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Dec 1905 – A published esƟmate says 175 Models 17 and 18 sold in 1903. 
 

 
        Motor, Dec 1905 

 
 

Accuracy is shadowed by the 1901 claim – period informaƟon indicates Buffalo Sr. debuted in 
Mar 1902; also by the “10 motorpower” claim for Model 17. 
 


